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Bolshevik Party. "We are absolutely opposed to anarchistic seizure/' Earlier in the same speech, however, Lenin stated that 'what matters to us is revolutionary initiative, and the [land] law must be its result. If you wait until the law is written and will not yourself generate revolutionary energy, you will get neither the law nor the land."
In spite of the multiplicity of peasant organizations that sprang up in 1917, the agrarian revolution was a spontaneous movement free from centralized leadership. Soviets of Peasants' Deputies began to appear soon after the revolution, and on March 19 a conference of peasant delegates who assembled in Moscow decided that the peasant Soviets should take their place side by side with the Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies. The objectives of the peasant Soviets, as determined by the Moscow conference, were to study the land question, which, however, could be settled only by the Constituent Assembly; to exercise control over the organs of the state administration; and to represent the peasants in the various agencies, particularly in the Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies. In April arrangements were made for the convocation of an All-Russian congress of the Soviets of Peasants' Deputies. It was provided—and this was important—that the deputies need not be peasants, although they must be elected by the peasants. The congress met in Petrograd from May 4 to 28. Its proceedings paralleled those of the Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies and were dominated by intellectuals belonging to the Socialist Revolutionary Party. The Bolsheviks were a tiny minority. In the elections to the Executive Committee Kerensky and Chernov received over 800 votes each, while only 20 votes were cast for Lenin. The resolution on the land question approved by the congress on May 25 was radical. It embodied the principles of the socialist revolutionary doctrine and called for abolition, without compensation, of private ownership in land and the establishment of a system of equalitarian labor tenure involving no payment of rent. The final settlement of the land question, however, was reserved for the Constituent Assembly. Meanwhile all land relationships were to be controlled by local land committees. The other resolutions approved by the congress differed little from those of the Soviet of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies during that period, that is, from the formation of the coalition government early in May to the capture of the Petrograd Soviet by the Bolsheviks at the end of August. They called for the support of the Provisional Government, the continuation of a de-

